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SUBJECT: Memorandum of President Thieu, January 14, 1972. 


1. The proposal (document) which I presented to you on January 10 
which President Nixon plans to make public on January 18 is a 
statement of principles", the contents of which you will recall 
were outlined to you by General Haig in his meeting with you on 
September 23, 1971. General Haig requested your endorsement 
of the proposal and described the course we proposed to follow in 
presenting it. My recollection and that of General Haig is that 
you agreed to the proposal as presented by him and he so reported 
t° President Nixon and Dr. Kissinger. The proposal was forwarded 
to the other side some time before the meeting which was scheduled 
for November 20, but which was aborted. Since the other side has 
not responded, in effect rejecting it, President Nixon plans to make 
it public, as General Haig mentioned in his discussion with you. 

Paragraph 3, a. The "statement of principles" would be signed 
by both sides. 

b. The final agreement would have to be negotiated on the basis 

of the "statement of principles". It also would be signed by both 
sides. 
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'_.® # 'I think it is correct that the "independent body representing 
all the political forces to run the electioii 1 is similar to your proposal 
of July II, 1969. 

di The question of the "foreign policy of neutrality" has been 
covered in the memorandum which I gave to Mr. Nha for trans- 
mittal January 14. 

e. The withdrawal of the communist forces out of the countries of 
Indochina is provided for, in paragraph 5 of the proposal, which 
provides "for implementation of the principle that all armed forces 

of the countries of Indochina must remain within their national 

frontiers. " 


Poi^t 7 of the proposal provides for international supervision 
of the withdrawal of outside forces from Indochina. This would 
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cover communist forces as provided in point 5 of the proposal. 

g. As mentioned in my memorandum the word "neutrality" in 
paragraph 8 of the proposal would be replaced by "status". 





